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Name:  
Dominik K. 
Year and line of study at KTH: 
2nd year, Master program Molecular Science and Engineering 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
Stanford University, Stanford, California 
Time frame: 22.6.-4.9.2015 
Visa type: J1 VISA 
Insurance: Allianz 
Scholarship: None 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on?  
I was working on scaling relations; creating a model to describe the adsorption energies of 
hydrocarbons on metal surfaces. 
What subject area did it cover?  
Quantum Chemistry 
How did the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the 
lab? 
Contact with the supervisor worked very well, he was always there when I needed help. It was 
only theoretical chemistry; the only thing I needed was a laptop. I had normal working hours. 
What new things have you learned during the project? 
I learned a lot about quantum chemistry, heterogeneous catalysis, molecular modelling, unix and 
a bit about programming.  
Was your prior knowledge sufficient for you to handle the tasks presented to you?  
Mostly, because I performed some quantum chemical calculations during my master thesis 
project and I learned how to use Unix by myself. Anyhow, I took me about 2 weeks to get really 
into the topic. 
How much responsibility were you given?  
I got my own project on which I was working on by myself, when I needed help there was a PhD 
student or my supervisor who I could ask. 
 
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  



University life was great, although campus is rather empty during the summer. There is no 
nightlife on campus, so for that you need to travel to one of the next towns or San Francisco. In 
addition, if you have a car there are many awesome potential trips to do. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? 
About 15000SEK per month. Private funds. 
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
Found housing on craigslist. It was a room in a shared apartment. 10000SEK per month. It was a 
nice room. 
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
No problems. 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
Documents for the university: TOEFL test, copy of passport, several documents that I had to fill 
out and send back.  
Documents for the VISA: Passport, DS-2019, SEVIS I-901 payment confirmation, DS-160 
Confirmation, Appointment Confirmation 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
Yes 
 
Additional Info: 
It might happen that they let you know that it is not possible for you to sub-rent something on 
campus, but that is not true. As soon as you get your invitation letter, you can use that one proof 
your affiliation to Stanford and sub-rent a room on campus. 
If you have any questions, feel free to ask the CHUST committee for my email address and 
contact me. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 
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