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Name: Sichao Li 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Master student of Molecular Science and Engineering, 
2015-2017 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state): New York University, New York, 
NY 
 
Time frame: 06-19-2016~08-13-2016 
Visa type: J1 
Insurance:  Bought insurance from http://www.internationalstudent.com/ 
Scholarship: $3000 (30% taxes)  
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the 
questions below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish 
or English. 
 
Project description 
 
The CHUST program called Research Experience for Undergraduate(REU) in New York 
University. It is supported by Materials Research Science and Engineering 
Center(MRSEC), NYU. I mainly worked towards the development of programs for fitting 
the relevant constants of dielectric crystalline solid so as to match polarimetric data 
collected in house. 
 
The experience in Prof. Bart research group is excellent! Before I started the internship 
program, I contacted with Prof. Bart by email about my summer research. He asked PH.D. 
Alex to give me some related literatures in advance. Since I cannot get my VISA on time, 
I delayed two weeks to start work. Prof. Bart gave me the biggest understanding and help. 
After I arrived the NYC, Prof. Bart asked PHD. Alex as my program investigator to give 
me help for my summer intern. Alex is genius and very friendly. I mainly did some research 
about growth and optical characteristics of enantiomorphous salt crystals. During 8 weeks 



I synthesized one new title compound and grew nice crystals of it for further properties 
analysis. I am happy that Alex told me I will be listed on future literatures of this compound. 
I also reproduced some experiments of Alex and found some new interesting 
phenomenon. Prof. Bart thought it is so interesting that can be did further analysis, maybe 
new direction about crystal growth engineering. I usually worked 8 hours for per workday. 
I gave a mid-term presentation, final presentation and final poster with  
 
I learned a new spectroscopy technique mueller matrix polarimeter which is based on four 
freely running photoelastic modulators (PEMs).  I have done some research about crystal 
growth engineering and x-ray crystallography on my undergraduate period. They are 
helpful for me to handle the summer intern task.  
 
Campus life 
 
New York University is located at the downtown of Manhattan, the nearby of NYU is very 
convenient and safe. New York City is one of the most fantastic cities in the word.  It 
contains the most possibilities of the world. The diversities and interaction of culture make 
NYC fascinating. During the summer internship period, I traveled to Boston, Washington 
DC, Philadelphia and some famous university like University of Pennsylvania, Harvard 
University…  
 
For scholarship, all individuals who are not citizens or permanent resident aliens of the 
United States are required to complete an Individual Record using GLACIER, an online 
tax compliance system. It take around 5-7 weeks to get individual taxpayer identification 
number for revenue.  NYU give $ 3000 as whole period revenue, it has to pay 30% tax. 
So we can only get $2100, it cannot cover the cost in NYC at all. I was supported by my 
personal fund besides the revenue from NYU. 
 
The rate of summer housing is $234/per week provide by NYU housing. The housing is 
sharing bedroom with one people in 2-bedroom apartment. The location of housing is on 
14st, Manhattan, very convenient and safe.  
 
Application 
 
Honestly, the procedure of NYU summer internship program administration is so slow, it 
took two months to wait the documents for VISA application and whole summer intern 
period to wait the revenue. For instance, I have to rebook a new flight to New York and so 
far I still have not received my revenue. So for future students who will attend this program 
of NYU, you should always contact with officers and remind them to update as quick as 
possible.  
 
The documents send to the university: passport, bank statement, DS-7002 form, request 
for DS-2019 form. 
 
Bring to embassy for VISA application: Application form DS-160 (print confirmation), Pay 



visa fee (print transaction receipt), Arrange appointment at US Embassy in Stockholm 
(print confirmation), SEVIS I-901 Payment Confirmation, DS-2019 from university, 
training/internship placement plan from university, offer letter from university, CV.  
 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage 
(kongligkemi.se/chust) so that future exchange students can be helped by the 
information? 
 
Yes. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  Name the 
document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2015/ 2016 
	


