
 
Travel Story 2015 

 

 
 
Name: Maria Qvarnström 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 4 
 
Which university did you visit? New York Univeristy, New York, New York  
 
Time frame: 10 weeks 
Visa type: J-1 
Insurance: Folksam travel insurance 
Scholarship: $3000 + $900 in campus cash 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
I was supposed to work on design and development of the p-BNC but since the lab was all-new I 
ended up doing testing of programs and parts for the analysis process instead. On average, I was 
in the lab from 9-17 Monday - Friday. Both my supervisor and professor were very nice and 
helpful; especially since my original project did not go through, they helped with finding 
something else for me to do.  
 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
I learned a lot about bioengineering and biomarkers an area that I had not studied before. I was 
provided with sufficient materials in the area from my supervisor and my professor both prior to 
my arrival and during my stay.  
 
Campus life 
 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
Since we lived right next to Union Square we were close to pretty much everything. A lot of 
restaurants and clubs, shopping at Herald Square and 5th ave. and so on. 
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? 



The campus apartment I stayed in cost $240 per week. NYU provides housing but you have to 
pay everything yourself. I funded everything from my flight to housing and food with private 
funds. The stipend received from NYU for the stay was paid in full when I arrived back home so 
be sure to have enough money for everything you want to do and see before you leave home. 
Luckily, we received an extra $900 in campus cash upon arrival. Campus cash can be used in a 
number of restaurants and supermarkets around campus.   
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
NYU provided us with housing that cost $240/week. The apartment was ok. It was a shared 
apartment for 4 people with 2 bedrooms, very small kitchen, small bathroom with shower and a 
small living room. There is a laundry room in the building, $1 per wash/dry (campus cash!) and a 
gym in the building’s basement which is free for everyone living in the building.   
 
Application 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
That had problems with our stipend payments, which led to us not receiving anything until we 
were back home in Sweden. So make sure to be on them about this even before you arrive. 
Also, NYU are very slow! I received everything for the visa process about 2 weeks before leaving 
and therefore received my visa 2 days before my departure. So be sure to stress them on the 
importance of getting the process going as early as possible.  
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
To NYU we needed to send a bank statement, and basic information about ourselves. To the 
embassy I just brought everything about the trip, such as invitation letter from NYU, DS-2019, 
bank statement, housing information and so on.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? Yes 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 
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