
 

Travel Story 2015 
 
 
 
Name: Olivia Unesi 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Civilinjenjör Bioteknik år 3 
 
Which university did you visit? CCNY, New York  
 
Time frame: 15 june-21 august (10 weeks) 
Visa type: J-1 
Insurance: 2100kr Folksam (home-insurance) 
Scholarship: 350$ from KTH,  2000$ CCNY (less than 18 000kr total) 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did the 
contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
The project was to develop and implement particle surface modification technologies. By 
producing patchy particles and study them in magnetic and electric fields. This was a chemical 
internship, I am a biotechnical student, but my knowledge from three years in KTH was enough 
to understand the task and be able to give my own knowledge into it. We worked with patchy 
particles and made a golden-belt surface on them to later on be able to test the particles 
properties in magnetic and electrical fields, the last part was not educed because of the lack of 
supplies. We (me and my labpartner) didn’t have any supervisor thereby were on our own and 
had to decide for ourselves how to go on when stuck. This also made our project tough because 
of the lack of instruments and lack of supervision, the lab was mostly to optimize the result 
according to summer weather. The first week was dedicated to read articles about the project, 
there after we decided with the professor what kind of project we were supposed to do and the 
project was concluded with a report about the experiment/results. The professor helped as much 
as she had time for, we could go to her with our questions.  
 
The contact with prof. Ilona Kretzschmar was very good and she always wanted to help us when 
we needed it. We were at the lab from 8-10 to 16:30 6-8h each day, sometimes longer sometimes 
shorter. The times were very flexible except when we had to “look after” the lab. There was time 
for travelling around if one wanted to which was good. 



 
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient for 
you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given?  
 
All responsibility was given to us, we were on a safety course and could be in the lab by ourselves 
(if we were two of course). We were able to order new things for the lab and a lot of respect was 
given to us. New instruments that were used were Golden (metal) evaporator and the SEM.  
 
Campus life 
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
CCNY does not have that much campus life in the summer, the gym was open June/ July from 
12-18. But we were living in NYC so there was A LOT of things to do ALL the time. There was 
no day that was spent doing nothing. The night life is good in NYC we went out with a Swedish 
promoter some nights and that was fun. 
I travelled to Washington DC, Boston (MIT), Connectecut (New Haven Yale) and to CANADA 
(Niagara Falls and Toronto) <- don’t let them fool you, your visa allows that you can travel over 
the boarder!  
 
CCNY with NYU gave us tickets to a Baseball Mets game. We were also invited to many dinners 
that our professor paid for. Outside cinema, comedy shows, shopping, conserts, canoeing, beach 
party etc.  
 
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? Scholarship or 
private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any documents to the 
university in order to receive the funds? 
 
I knew that it was going to be expensive to stay and live in NYC, especially with all the cool bars 
and restaurants that exist there. So I saved a lot of money, the money from CCNY did not cover 
the rent in Manhattan and the money from KTH didn’t even cover the flight tickets. When it was 
known that I was going to NYC it was too late to look for scholarships, a suggestion to people 
travelling, look for scholarships even though you are not sure if you got the internship or not, 
you can always decline the scholarship. The rent was around 1000 $/month and eating out was 
necessary do. To get the money from CCNY we had to apply for a social security number, which 
was easy for me but not for everyone. You have to put your name on your mailbox (inside the 
mailbox) to receive the Social security number which is sent through post mail.  
 
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation? 
 
Me and my roommate lived in East Village, perfect to live at, would never switch it for Harlem 
(which is where CCNY is). East Village was close to Brooklyn, SOHO, NOHO, and to almost all 
communications. It was the best with my travel. We had a view of the Empire State. The cost 
was almost as much as Harlem living because we were two in a studio. Cost around 7500kr each 
month for one person.  
 
Application 
 



Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter? 
 
No great problems, our professor was very helpful, she sent us all the information and all the 
necessary details about how to fill the applications, what documents she needed for the visa etc.  
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
 
To get a visa all kinds of documents are needed, DS-2007 DS-2019. Travel insurance, bank 
statements, papers from skatteverket (folkbokförings papper). A help, you don’t need to pay 
350kr for a photography for the VISA, you can pay 100kr at a photo-automat at Tekniska 
Högskolan subway station, just fill in that you want it emailed so you have a digital copy works as 
good.  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
YES! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 
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