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Name: Kristin Strandberg 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: Bioteknik, 5th year 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  
City Collage of New York (CCNY), New York, NY 
 
 
Time frame: 10 weeks (mid June-end of August) 
Visa type: J1 
Insurance: Gouda  
Scholarship: 2000 USD 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
Project description 
 
I investigated a novel biomolecular detection system using a liquid crystal platform. The detection 
was made with apatamers. I used techniques like microscopy and circular dichroism.  
 
I worked in the department of Chemical Engineering at CCNY, in Professor Raymond Tu´s 
group. Prof. Tu is really nice and understanding and everything (from the first contact, visa 
application and the time at his lab) was great.  
 
I could come and go as I wanted and I spent approximately 6 hours a day at work. There was no 
problem for me to take a couple of days off for travelling either. I planned all my lab work 
myself, and I did not have a supervisor apart from Prof. Tu, since the phd student that was in 
charge of the project I worked on did his dissertation one week after I arrived. Therefore, if I had 
problems that came up during my project, it took longer time than expected to solve them since I 
needed to deal with it myself. But Prof. Tu helped me with any question anytime.  
 
 
Campus life 
 
We did go to a baseball game together with students at Univeristy of NY. We were supposed to 
go to a broadway show as well but due to miscommunication between CCNY and UNY we 
missed it.  
 



I lived in two different apartments, and the accommodation in NYC is really expensive. I payed 
approximately 1300 USD/month.  
As an intern on CCNY I received 2000 USD from the school, which I got to my Swedish bank 
account in mid July. I also got approximately 4000 SEK from CHUST. Apart from this I received 
financial aid from Stenhagens fond and from KTH opportunity fund. I also used private savings 
to finance the trip.  
 
 
Application 
 
 
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need to 
know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter?  
-No 
 
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to the 
embassy in order to get your visa approved? 
-It is really easy applying for the J1 visa through CCNY. Prf. Illona Kretzschmar is really helpful 
and sent us an email of everything we needed to do in order to apply for the visa. I do not 
remember everything we need to send to CCNY, but I think it was a visa, a copy of our passport, 
CV, and bank statement. We also needed to fill in DS2007 and send them. After that we received 
the DS2019 that we brought to the embassy to apply for the visa. 
 
The embassy in Sweden has a checklist of what to bring when you are applying for the visa: 
http://sweden.usembassy.gov/consulate/niv/apply/checklist.html 
  
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
-Yes 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2014/ 2015 


