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Name: Fiona Yu	
	
Year and line of study at KTH: Master’s Programme in Chemical Engineering for Energy and 
Environment, year 1	
	
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state): Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island	
	
Time frame: 27/6-19/8	
Visa type: J1	
Insurance: If 
Scholarship: $300 per week	
	
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English.	
	
Project description	
	
Can you describe the project you were working on? What subject area did it cover? How did 
the contact with the Professor/supervisor work? How long was an average day in the lab? 
 
The project I was working on was related to vapor intrusion and the area belongs primarily to the 
field of environmental engineering. The purpose was to look more deeply into the chemical 
exchange between indoor and subsurface for different vapor intrusion scenarios and scenarios when 
using sulfur hexafluoride as a tracer gas. For example, how fast and how much contaminants 
transports into and out of the soil to the indoor in a building/house when taking account to different 
parameters such as soil type, pressure, permeability, and diffusion coefficients etc. All the simulations 
were done by using the modeling software Comsol. I worked together with my supervisor and we 
had meetings with the professor and rest of the research group once a week. The working hours 
varied, it was very flexible but I worked approximately from 8 am to 5 pm each day.  
	
What new things have you learned during the project? Was your prior knowledge sufficient 
for you to handle the tasks presented to you? How much responsibility were you given? 	
	
I have learned a lot during my internship at Brown University. I had never used Comsol before, and 
during these weeks I got the opportunity to develop my skills and learned the usage and possibilities 
of Comsol in environmental engineering. I also got deeper understanding for transport processes in 
porous media especially Darcy’s law. The prior knowledge was sufficient enough. My supervisor sent 
me some tips on videos/articles as I could prepare for the project before I went to the U.S.  
	



Campus life	
	
What was life like at the university you visited? Campus life, nightlife and potential trips?  
 
Providence is a small city located one hour away from Boston and four hours away from New York. 
Except from these bigger, well-known cities, there are also a lot of other beautiful places nearby. 
Places which are worth to visit are for example: Newport, Narragansett Beach, Portland and Block 
Island. Also, the School of Engineering at Brown arranged some social events, where you got to 
meet other students/researchers at the university. It was a good opportunity to get to know new 
people.   
	
How much did it cost living in your city? How did you finance the stay in the U.S? 
Scholarship or private funds? If you received any scholarship, did you need to send any 
documents to the university in order to receive the funds?  
 
Compared to the bigger cities it was not that expensive to live in Providence. Grocery shopping was 
the most expensive part, because the cheaper grocery stores were not located close to the university 
or where I lived. I funded my stay through my own saving money and the scholarship from Brown 
University. 
	
How did you find housing during your stay at the university and how much did it cost? How 
satisfied were you with the housing situation?   
 
I found my housing through contacts to a cost of approximately 400 dollars per month. The 
apartment was located close to Brown (10 mins walking) so it was very convenient.	
	
Application	
	
Were there any problems that did arise during your stay that you think future students need 
to know about? In such case, which problems did you encounter?  
 
No, the only problem was that I got my payment very late because I thought that I needed my social 
security number before the supplier registration process (it took several weeks to get the social 
security number). However, it turned out that you actually could complete the supplier registration as 
soon as possible and afterwards go to the payroll office to show your social security number when 
you received it. 	
	
What documents did you need to send to the university and what did you need to bring to 
the embassy in order to get your visa approved?  
 
The documents that I needed to send to the university was a copy of my passport, CV, Proof of 
language proficiency, Bank statement and Proof of degree. I brought all the documents to the 
embassy including the invitation letter from Brown University, DS2019, passport, fee receipts, 
insurance paper and the paper from the Swedish tax agency. 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so 
that future exchange students can be helped by the information? Yes	
	
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se		
Best regards,	



CHUST committee 2015/ 2016	
	


