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Name:  Lava Maroof 
 
Year and line of study at KTH: 4th Medical Biotechnology 
 
Which university did you visit? (Name, city, state)  Brown University, Providence, Rhode 
Island  
 
Time frame: 10 weeks 16/7-30/9 
Visa type:J1 
Insurance: Geoblue 
Scholarship: CHUST scholarship 
 
Please write about your travel, internship and time in the U.S. by answering the questions 
below as detailed as possible, in 1-2 pages. You may answer in Swedish or English. 
 
I was working on developing a new method for post PCR cleanup using microfluidic chips to 
separate the PCR products from remaining dNTPs and primers. I got to use many different 
methods in the lab such as making my own microfluidic chips, PCR, gel electrophoresis and 
fluorescence spectrometry. I would usually be in the lab from 9 to 4 but I had a lot of freedom 
and could come and go when I wanted as long as I got my work done. I saw the professor often 
in the first week but then he would come in to the office once or twice a week. If I needed help 
with anything I could ask anyone working in the lab. Mostly after I got acquainted with the 
procedures in the lab I worked on my own. My background was sufficient for the work I got to 
do in the lab and was given a lot of freedom and responsibility to plan my own experiments. 
 
Since I was there during the summer there wasn’t much campus activity, but there many 
restaurants and bars around campus. Providence is a small town but it 1 hour away from Boston 
and 3.5 hours from New York. Also you can take the Rhode Island buses to Newport where they 
have great beaches and its only 1 hour away.  
  
Living in the US is quite expensive, I received a CHUST scholarship form KTH and the rest I 
had to finance on my own. Buying food is a little more expensive than in Sweden unless you have 
car and can drive to Wal-Mart. I usually ate out instead of cooking since it was cheaper to eat out 
than to cook you own food.  
 
I lived 10 min away from the lab in an apartment that I shared with the other person from KTH, 
it cost 650 dollars a month including utilities, it was an old building but it was furnished and had 
laundry.  
  
 



 
I didn’t have any problems during my stay, everyone was very helpful if I needed anything. I was 
able to start my internship in later in the summer and continue during the first month of the 
semester because I had been on an exchange semester that ended in later in the summer.  In 
order to get my visa I had to get invited by Brown, fill in some forms online, I needed a bank 
statement, personbevis from skatteverket and a bunch of other documents. But after I got in 
contact with professor Thripathi, I was contacted by Natalia and she takes care of all the 
paperwork so she will know what you need. The only thing was that Brown required that you but 
their Geoblue health insurance and they wouldn’t accept any other insurance. 
 
All in all I had a great summer and I learned a lot working in the lab so don’t hesitate to apply! 
 
May we publish your travel story on the official CHUST webpage (kongligkemi.se/chust) so that 
future exchange students can be helped by the information? 
 
Yes 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form and share your story!  
Name the document according to: “University – Your Name” and send it as a PDF to 
chust@k.kth.se 
 
Best regards, 
CHUST committee 2016/ 2017 
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